groups contained one silverback and 2-4 adult females. In addition, blackbacks, reproductively active males that and Linda Vigilant 1
; approximately 6 km ϫ 2.5 km) [4] .
tween silverback relatedness and distance between nest sites (Kr ϭ Ϫ138, Kendalls Tau ϭ Ϫ0.14, n ϭ 14, Thus, nest sites at opposite ends of the study site are unlikely to represent groups with overlapping home p Ͻ 0.05). When the same analysis was done comparing genotypes of the breeding females, no correlation beranges, while nest sites separated by only a few kilometers probably do represent neighboring groups. Interesttween relatedness and distance was observed (Kr ϭ 29, Kendalls Tau ϭ 0.02, n ϭ 15, p ϭ 0.63). ingly, with the exception of one dyad (C and P), the nest sites of all related silverbacks were found within 5 km Although both male and female western gorillas have been observed to emigrate from their natal group upon reaching maturity [15] , our results suggest that dispersing males often do not go far and remain in the vicinity of male kin. That adult male western gorillas seem to form neighborhoods in which related males live close together is especially interesting in light of previous behavioral findings [4, 5, 16, 17] showing that intergroup encounters in western gorillas are relatively frequent (four times that of mountain gorillas [3, 4] ) and often surprisingly peaceful, that is, males show no reaction to each other, even when group members comingle [4] .
We believe the results are suggestive of a previously unrecognized dispersed male network social structure in western gorillas. This social structure is characterized by the presence of independent groups led by single adult silverbacks that interact with other social groups led by related silverbacks. This situation may arise as a consequence of the pattern of reproduction and dispersal in western gorillas. We have shown that the resi- 
